TABLE 1

Percentage of Research in
Universities Not Sponsored
November 1978-October 1979

Engineering                                                                                         16

Environmental Sciences                                                                 16

Life Sciences                                                                                    13

Mathematical/Computer Sciences                                                59

Physical Sciences                                                                            22

Source:  "Activities of Science and Engineering Faculty in Universities
and 4-Year Colleges 1978-1979; Surveys of Science Resources Series NSF
Final Report," NSP 81-323, page 2.

recent cuts in support have produced signs of a serious deterioration of
morale especially among younger mathematicians."

Another chairman writes: "We are some one hundred in number, we
are invariably ranked among the top twelve departments in the country,
we continue to recruit good graduate students, and I claim with con-
fidence that of the one hundred at least ninety are seriously engaged
in research and scholarship. Yet, after two severe years, we are down
from one-half to about one-third of the faculty on NSF grants. More-
over, we have sustained these severe losses without any sense of the
prevalent quality of work having declined at all; on the contrary, several
colleagues have lost grants in the very year when they have done their
best work.... At the same time, universities are increasingly affected
by lack of money. Here, for example, loss of NSF grants has reduced
departmental income from overhead just when the university, which in
any case had always counted on strong departments like ours t'o earn
much of its research support outside, is quite unable to raise the level of
state support. Also, of course, we find little endowment money coming
in earmarked for mathematics."

Yet another writes: "Many young mathematicians are discouraged
at their prospects for a successful career in mathematics because of de-
creased research funds, poor salaries and the shortage of openings in
universities. Several I know are actively looking for jobs in other fields
where they can expect much better treatment economically, and even the
top departments are finding it increasingly difficult to attract qualified
graduate students."

What is the research support picture in the mathematical sciences?
One can glean an indication from Tables 1 and 2.
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